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First Person/Opinio

Women At Speed!

By Misti Hurst

compelitc
When 1 fiest heard a
a motoroyele road racing
specifically for women, |
opposed to the idea '-|:|11|I|1
Because | hought it would tale
avweny my credibility as o motor-
evele racer, For hree years [
e been racing against men.,
halding my own, challenging
thier, and even winning against
them, and [ thought that rac
ing in a class with all women
wonld be Hke laking a step
backwards—a way ol saving,
“I'm not good cnough lo race
agalnst the men," 1 thoughi
thal the elass would be made
up o mostly Nowviee racers 1hat
Were 1ol in ql inor even
capable of being competitive
against the guys, and 1 was-
n't sure what the quality ol
racing would b like, | didn't
think thal it would really be
a challenge,
,was wrong,

nnonlia

il il front
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I'was inspired Lo partici-
pale in the event alter meet-
ing three of the Canadian
competitors al Mid-Ohio Bace-
way during one of Keith Code’s
California Superbike Schools,
The thred wormen, Natadie Cather
ine Provost, Marie-losée Bouchics
annl Genevieve Lesieur had made
e long trek logether from Gue-
bee, lowing Lhree GOOce race-
biles, Lo participate in Lhe
single-day school al the Ohio
racelrack. For Natalic it would
e her lth time attending the
sehivol while it was the first time
for 1he olher two women

As i riding coach Tor th
Calllornin Superbike School
[eurrently 1he only [emale on
(e tesm) Twas assigned 1o worl
wlth Natadic fore the dey, coach
g her on e track, leading
and fellowing her, as well as
dlebrieling her ad the end of each
rding session, As she rode past
pit lane lor the licst sesston ol
the merning, | lelsurely headed
ol on brael o follow Ter il
tewalel her ride, Adler hall-a-
g ot o decent pace | reallzed
Ler 1my surprise thal 1 was nol

Misl Hurston the podivm offer winhing the Pro Honda Women's Cup

catching her and | had
Lo step up the program.
| thought to myself,
“wow, this girl is fast.”
and for the rest of the
day I watched in amaze-
ment and pride, {she
was my student after
all], as her skills, speed
and style improved
lremendonusly. By the
end of the school day
| was really quite
Impressed with her rid
ing, and from my obser-
vations of the other two
women on the track,
they were at an
equally impressive
level. 1 began to see
[or the first Ume that
a women-only serjes
might in fael afler a
hell of a racing chal
lenge,

Before the girls
headed outon thelr long
drive back 1o Canada, they gave
me a bit more information on
the Women's Cup Serles and
even suggested | eome and try
arace. Natalle put it bluntly,

EYAMAHA

Chaflenge 600 Superspor! race at Shannonville, fanked by second-plare
Marie-fosde Boucher flefl] and third-place Shawna Aron

Ehoto by Aol Pholo

MSH Hurst fakes a viclory lap alter winning ol
Sharinonville. Photo by Flair Photo

saying, "Come see us racing,
Ell'.il (L] VOUT a5s 01 1|!'|l.' raeg
track, vou will be surprised!”

I couldn’t very well turn
down a challenge like that,

After that Initlal meeting
with the girls 1 went online to
www, womenscup.ca to find oul
some more Information on the
series, and 1 lalked to a few ol
Lhe women racers and to the
organizers of the serfes.

Loosely started in 2003,
under the name Trophy Femi-
nine, and based at a racetrack
In Eastern Quebec, the arga-
nization has gone through a lot
of restructuring in the past two
VECATS.

Anne Bossy, one of the com-
petitors in the series, explained
that, “during the 2004 sea-
son, it was felt by the women
in the series thar we were being
taken advantage of a little bit
by the organizers. The spon-
sorship money that was given
to the series was not getting
to us and we didn't feel like we
were being manaded properdy, so
we foined fogether and
approached Kevin Graham from
Pirelli in the fall and asked for
help. There was a imbo periad
after that where we really did-
n't think the series would con-
tinue.”

However, last March Gra-

ham got the go-ahead to take
over the organization and pul
the series together for the women,
The name changed to the
Women's Cup Challenge and
the first thing Graham did was
to hire Benoit Filion to help run
the series and to become the
loval poinl, the "go-lo" person
for the girls. Graham's assis-
tant Tina Capell volunleered
her Hme to updale and orga
nize the website, and Plrelll
tpped the level of serviee they
had been offering to the womer,
The series developed Into a spee-
tire series and Pirelli offered the
women a special price on the
tires as well as service al all the
races, which is something they
lacked before, Pirelll guaran
teedd thal they would show up
at all the races and everything,
inclociog the montg aned bal
aneing of the Hres, would be
[ree of charge,

Graham also explained il
“weowlll also e mechanles
avallable at all of the races as
ancther service polnt in case
cne al the racers arrives alone
or needs some help at te track,
We wanl 1o make sure it 1s less
inthmidating for sumeone Lo
show up as a new rider, belng
that there Is help avaldlable
needed, This s a crucial part
of what we do.”

Honda Pro Odls and Chem
leals jumped on board as the
Litle sponsor, and other com-
panies stepped up to offer thelr
support, including Yamaha Motor
Canada, Adam & Eve, Graphic
Mart, Euro Moto, Hindle
Exhausls, Orion Motorsports,
RACE and ASM. Along with some
greal sponsorship, a very healthy
contingency plan was also pul
into place for the racers that
included a Championship pay-
aut, vear-end travel und and
contingency certificates after
each race that ean be redeemed
for discournts on sponsor prod-
ucts,

For 20053, a seven-race series
was announced that included
three Parts Canada Nalional
rounds as well as four regional
rounds in bolh Quebec with
ASM {Associaton for Sport Motor-
cyelists) and Ontario with RACE
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The aitls are el here: Pro Honda Women's Cup Chollenge Series competi
MNaoeou, Tama Doyon, Mane-Josée Boucher, Vicld Schouten, Ko
B, Madine Lo, Josée Bolchiord

Women At Speed
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[Racing Associales Canada
Events]. This acltually gave
the women the largest series in
Canada as they did more cvents
han Pro Superbike or any of
[he regional series, The series
was broken into two groups,
Expert and Noviee and bolh
groups had the opportunity to
race for two class Champl-
mmships, Open Sporthilke, and
BOOce Supersport,

When asked about the
wornen in the series, Graham's
face lights up and he speaks
fondly of the competitors. He
says, "Over the course of the
season we have dotten to know
all the girls and become sood
friends with them, and one of
the things we have found out
is just how dedicated these girls
are as a group to what they are
doing. This is not a ‘powder
pufT elass like a lot of people
wanted to label it and these girls
are vy serious about-what they
do, 1think we have proven that
by not only getting a large group
of givls logether, up to 25 on the
grid, which legitimizes the class
as it is probably the largest group

88—HRoadracing World, January 2006

Shewna Aron, Anne Bossy, Na
Venesso Gareau. Phofo by Flair

i

¢

of girls that has raced In an
organization in North America
and mavbe even the world, bt
also by the fact that these girls
hammer on each other. They
are very fasl. This vear was the
first year in almost 20 years
that we had a woman run n the
top 10 of the Kational Amateur
puys' class, Mare-Josée Bouche r
who finished seventh at Ci

Armarican Hurst

Photo

ors, af Shannonville. from et Catherine
i Hiliara-NMartin, Jessica Sooceen, Tammy
e Catherine Frovast, Genevidve Lesteur and!

gary. On more than one oecd

sion | have been told that the
women have had the best race

of the day, You should see [Cana
dian Superbike Champion) Pas

cal Picotte rushing over to the

wall to watch them racel”
| agree with Kevin Graham

that the girls in this series are

very fast and veny serfous about
what they do.

Wt Hurst The Canadian wormen welcomed
vith open arms. Phato by Rair Phaio,

Om Friday of race weelk
1 arrived at Shannonville Rz
way in Onlario and regislc
tor race in the Cpen Sportk
and GO0 Supersport Wome
races as an Expert rider,
bike I was Lo race was a 21
Honda Canada-sponso
CBRGOORE, from Turn 2 Sp
bike Rentals. The owmer of T
2, George Budacki, generov
olferad Lo tune for me for
weelkend, and Parls Cana
the California Superbile Sch
mspeed Perlormeance, Flair Pl
RACE, Paul Molnar! and |
Adams pltehed nas mu
necded sponsors [or my r
weelend.

What [ noticed the mos
iy first few hours at the
wis the friendliness and
camaraderie ol all The raoe
the organizers and the sp
sors of the evenl, T was fme
dlately accepled as part of
Eroup and everyome wins exc
Lo lave a new raeer o on
town, | spent FPriday trying
learn the new track, the
bike. and to meet the ether
era ln the series,

On Salurday | practie
agaln in the morning and L
got ready [or the [irst ol |
four-lap qualifying races |
would sel our drid posilions
Sunday's races. There were
wormern o0 the prid, seven o
and seven Movices wilh taorn
separating the lwo grou
Movices at the back, [ star
from the last position in
Expert field as gridding is ba
on previous points standic
Alter some intense racing, |
ished third.

The second qualifier offe
more intense racing just |
the first. There was a lol of ps
Ing and | was impressed w
the aggressiviness, [he skill ¢
the competitiveness of the
ers. [ never thought that Tv
racing in a "women's race,
just lelt like a pretty specl
ular motoreyele race. [ finisl
second after some lasi-lap act
belween mysell and the 2¢
G000 Supersport # 1 plate hol
Shawna Aron.

The two qualifying races
Saturday were some of the b
racing [ have ever Been invol
with in my life.



On Sunday, the racing was
equally challenging, even in the
rain, The 600ce Supersporl
race was first and the track was
very wel and soggy, [ managed
o take the lead [rom the begin
ning and hold il to the check-
ered flag, The response from
{he other competitors was exce]
lent and they were extremely
friendly and seemed genuinely
happy that thers was new com
pettion in the mix,

The track deled up for the
second race of the day—0Open
Sporibike—which was more
eleetrically charged than the
lirst race, | had to work seri
ously hard and vide extremely
well to runowith the front-run
ners in s race. N toolk me
two laps Lo work my Wiy up
trsecard place and By (hen the
leader Marle-Josce Bouche
wits 2 lew bikelengihs alwad,
shewas on liee and viding very
last aned Ll on my heels were
Crenesieve Lesieur and Shawna
Avon. | oput everything 1 hiad
Into elosing the gap o litce B
Before | lovnd a damp pateh in
e mildidle of the Tinal turn
before the front stralghtaway
anel highsicled mysell seven feel
I the ade in front of the grand.
alands, causing a red Nag,

The race restarted withou
me and Anlshed with Marie-
Josée Boucher taking the win,
Genevieve Lesieur linkshing see
ond and Nadine Lajoie laking
third place,

Mier riding with these women
and experlencing such cama-
raderie, frendship, and compe-
titicrn. [ have completely changed
my mind on the idea of an all-
women series, [ thinkit s a great
vty (o promote the sport, Lo give
the women |heir own Champi-
mmships towork towards, and to
offer a safer and less intimi-
dating environment lor those
worten who are not sure about
jumping in and racing with the
suys right away,

The top fermale riders in the
Women's Cup Series do also
race against the guys and dar-
Ing the Shannonville race week-
enid we watched as two of the
woren placed in the lop seven
in the Amateur 600ce Tace. |
have no doubt that they can
and will be stepping up the

program and fighting the men
[or podium positions in the
future.

It Is a great group of girls,
a great series and I'm very glad
I made it tothe races. 'm happy
to admit 1o being wrong in my
own initial perceptions about
what a women's series was going
o be like, and racing with the
Canadian girls has been really
Inspiring. These girls are kick
ass racers and hopefully we can
get the word out about the
Women's Cup and attract more
and more talented women to
e series,

As Marile-Josée Boucher
sava. “Don’l discriminate
because we are girls. You will
be surprised 1o see how we
can go, we put our knee down,
we kick butt, just come and
see us ride. And for the girls
oul there, come and take a
lrack day and come and race
with us because it's so fun
and better than riding on the
streel. Come and see us al
least, vou will be amazed and
yvou will become addicted just
like we did!”

Complete series rules,
schedules and rider informa

tlon  Is avatlable at
'I.'L-"ﬂp".'.'.‘n’.'!'JI||L'I|.'-t'1]p.nt. H‘W
RESULTS:

&00ce SUPERSPORT FXPERT [Seprember 254
Mistd Hurst (Hon CERGDNED: 2 hiarie Josss
Bacher (Hon CHREGXR]
(Yo YAF-RiGl: 4. Ge
YEF-REGL 5, Natalie
CBREOIRE: B, Cotlisrfne Nadean (5
RO 7. Nadine Lajobe (S0 GoX-600)
Sker SUPEREFORT NOVICE (Seplember 25 |
VRnessa Gareail (Hoe CRRGOOHR]: 2. Tammmy
Byng (Yam YZFP-REI: 3
k'nh'mfl 4, Vield Chouten (Sur
dmaee Bouchinmd (Yam Y2F-RE1 1.-'\"
DF‘EN’ SPORTBIKE EXPERT (Soptomber 25 1
Marie-Fosée Boncher (Hon CHREGOORNY
Crd »I--l Letsteur [Yam YZF-RE
-Roii 3 \ = | IJ]
ine '*n.nukll 1 CBRG0OORR) 5. Ca
160 Micdemang (S 55X - R0 ¢
MYarm YZF-RG: 7. Misgi i (o0 CHRGIORR.
[NF, rrash
UPEN SPORTBIKE NOVICE "Sept:mh-:: 25k 1
Vanessg Garean [Him CERGO 'v'f
I"iruug'\'ﬁ.ns.z‘.}' Rl AW
- REI 4, Josse Bao
RE]; & .|‘-'|.||:|| Bossy (S 5V J
Hilliard -Martin (Buell X11, DNF

ShEwna Arnn

(Misti Hurst is @ motorcycle
rucer, artinstructor with the Cal
ifornia Superbilfce School, and a

Sreelance writer. More info on

her car be found on her web
Site-al wrrmistiluirsl.omn J
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